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By MARY K. REINHART
TRIBUNE

A Chandler legal team filed

civil lawsuits Wednesday

against a convicted child killer

and a child molester, the first -

under a new state law that
extends the statute’ of limita-
tions in certain civil cases,

Attorneys for the Never .
Again Foundatiof aré’ suing on- -

.ciime occurred. | _
“He has ot even begun to__._
pay his debt,” Joyce Lefler,
_the boy's mother, said of con-
~vieted murderer Harley Spen-

cer. “It’s like a tribute to my
little son, who never had a

.'chance to defend hlmself »o

Altho_ugh\ both . offenders
are serving lengthy prison
terms, successful lawsults

'.could allow their victims,

behalf of a woman' whose: - re
severely dlsabied B-year-old

son was ‘killed in 1983 and a -
" woman whose stepfather gexu-.

ally qbused ‘her in the 1980s..

In the past the nght to stie:
explred two years . after. ithe -
crime. The new law. f_ree_zgs-.
the civil statute of limitations -
during criminal® prosecution .

and gives victims one year
after “conviction to file suit,
regardless of how long ago the

LI

mulestatlon fcase seeks_‘
 .$6 millien,. - . ..

“The theme of what we d1d .
.today is not abott the’ money,”: -
-gaid Mesa attorney -Kent
Phelps. “It's about sending the B
" message-that if you abuse ..
for the rest of.yoﬁr'life,'y;iu___

_Wlll have & ﬁnanclal nu]latone

around - your neck, You will
never have financial freedom.
It's basically a life sentence,”
 The law, which passed ear-
lier - this year, was sponsored

“ by Rep. Warde Nichols,

R- Chandfe-r
Victims may .be discour-
aged from filing suit for fear of

- Jeopardlzmg'tl;e crzmmal case, -

Ym .
But: they have.still left the vie-
“tim financially devastated. - - -
.- Leflet was 1mtlally accused e
._of klllmg her son,
were” dropped. Her “then-9- -

year-old daughter, however,
was r;e_mo_yfed by Child Protec-
tive Services and placed with

but charges .

her father in Mesa. In'addition
‘to losing both of her children,

Lefler lost her job and her
home. Glendale police
reopened the case in 200( and
Spencer, the boy's babysitler,
was convicted in his death and

" sentenced to 18 years.

In the molestation case,
Sherry Alldredge was sexually

‘and-physically abused by her

stepfather until she left home

' at age I7. Shé went on (o

become a police officer in Tex-
as, but- child  abuse Llraining
with _.th.e police  department
prompied her to report
Edmund - Nl:.holq to Phoenix

- police.

Nichols reached a ple

) agreement in May and {s serv-
“ing a }7-year sentence.
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