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2 using new law
to file suit against
their victimizers

By Dehnis Wagner
‘The Arizona Republic

Two women who were vic-
timized by criminals more
than a decade ago have sued
the perpetrators for miilions
of doltars under 2 new state
law that extends the statute
of litnitations in abuse cases,

Joyce Lefier is seeking
damages against a man who
killed her é-year-old son, Ad-
ant, in 1983, while Sherry All-
dredge is suing the stepfa-
ther who sexually abused her
as a child.

First under new law

According to the Never
Again Foundation, those com-
plaints in Maricopa County
Superigr Court ave the first to
be submitted since state law
was amended this year to
make eonvicted criminals ac-
countable in lawsuits,

In anews release, tha foun-
dation ‘noted that abuse vie-
tima in the past have been
forced to choose between
helping police obtain convic-
tiens or interfering with pros-
ecutions by seeking civil
damages,

Those whe heiped police
often discovered, after con-
viction, that they were pro-
hibited by the statute of limi-
tations from suing if two
vears elapsed frons the date
of the crime.

Legislators  moved 1o
change the law after a state
Court of Appeals ruling in a
child-molestation case uv MNa-
vajo County. The perperrator,
Willism  Mewman, pleaded
Euilty to sexual misconduct
with a minor, Geri Johnsen,
wha is now an adult, In dis-
missing Johnson's suit, appel-
jate judges invited Arizona
lawmakers to change the
rules. Six weeks later, the
Legislature adopted a meas-
ure that extends the statute of
limitations in many sexual-
and physical-abuse cases to
ohe year after a convicticn,

Lefler, 50, claims in her
suit filed Wednesday that Eu-
gene Colombaro beat her son
ta death two decades ago. Ac-
cording to the Never Again

Foundation, - Lefler was

charged with murder, The

case against her was dropped

for lack of evidence. Eigh: '
teen years later, it was re.

opened, Lefler's career and

marriage were rained before
investigators, with her help,
obtained a conviction against
Colombaro last year. He is
serving an 18-year prison
sentence.

In the other suit, All-
dredge, now 31 and a Fort
Worth palice officer, alleges
that stepfather Ed Nichols
physically and  sexually
abused her from early child-
hood until she was 17. All-
dredge confronted Nichols
lust year. He confessed and
was sentenced in June to 17
years in prison for child mo-
lestation,

Millions being scught

Alldredge iz seeking
$6 milllon in damages; Lefler
is asking for $20 million.

Because both defendants
were convicted under plea
agreements, state law pro.
hidlts them from denying the
essential allegations againss
them in the lawsuits.

Alldredge sald she intends
10 give any monetary award
{o the Never Again Founda-
tion,

“The last thing I want is his
money,” she said. "I want to
fielp other victims,”

The foundation is a non-
profit erganization founded
by Chandler attorney R.
Keith Perkins to prevent
abuse of women and children
ame! to promote healing for
those who have been victim-
ized. The foundation pro-
vides free legal service 1o
victim plaintiffs in civi) ac-
tions,

Staff gounsel Kent Phelps,

- who {3 -handling these cases,

said [awsuits are meant to
bring “personal justice.”

“A judgment like this will
follow them {perpetrators) to
their graves,” he added. "It's

a financial millstone aroun
their necks.” .

Reach the reportar at (502}
444-8874.




